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freed from all karmas. My Mantra can burn
up the sins committed in a crore of births just
as a roaring furnace can consume a heap of
straw. Through taking My Mantra with zeal,
the sins committed by those who take My
Name (even) during a crore of births begin to
tremble, while Death1 makes the writing of
the name of such a distant matter. Finally
he attains loving service (to Me), having gone
to the highest Goloka. As long as he
lives he can roam about freely like a wild
elephant; sins flee away from him as snakes
(flee) from Garuda." 2 (1:13:8, 10-15)

In many religions which stretch back into the night
of prehistoric time it has been taught that the name is a
mystic reality, the very being of that to which it truly
belongs. He who knows the name has power over its
owner; he who holds the Name of God in his heart and
t mind, who keeps it dancing on his tongue, is in closest
union with the Divine. Narada too teaches thus.

Once properly initiated into the Name by a (Vaish-
nava', a lover of the One God, man at once becomes
like God, and his relations and neighbours reap the
harvest of a very Incarnation of the Divine in their
midst. No longer is any laborious effort consciously to
acquire the virtues needed ; immediately and without
labour on his part God takes birth in his heart and shines

1 lit: Varna, the god of death,

^ lit: Vainateya, the son of Vinata, another name for the kite-
vehicle of Vishnu, which lives on and destroys snakes (of passior,
etc.), usually called Garuda.